THE RECONSTRUCTION OF EUROPE
divided them, so that each state might enter the Con-
federation with its boundaries firmly established, being
sound in limb as well as mind. There had been much ne-
gotiating in April on these matters, and it was continued
into May; but the negotiations were tedious, as each state
sought to get as much as possible out of all the exchanges
taking place. The differences between Bavaria and Austria
were particularly knotty. Bavaria, at the time of her
alliance with Napoleon, had taken important territories,
like the Tyrol and Salzbourg, from Austria; she was dis-
posed to return them, but wanted equal indemnities. It
was on account of this that the committee to examine
the Austro-Prussian Constitution did not meet for the first
time until May 23. All the territorial questions between
the German states were far from being settled; but time
was short. On the twenty-third, Metternich presented the
plan to the committee and set the opening of the discussion
for the twenty-sixth. But on the twenty-fifth the sovereign
princes and free cities of Germany met and declared that
five representatives were no longer sufficient; each one
wanted to be personally represented on the committee.
The whole of Germany was putting the committee in an
uproar. The same day, Alexander proclaimed the creation
of the Kingdom of Poland in a long proclamation.
The war, carried into our country for the purpose of sub-
jugating the world, reunited Russia to the whole of Europe,
who together repulsed that war to the very walls of Paris.
Ever since that day we have had the hope of restoring the
independence of nations, and of giving as foundation for
this, justice, moderation, and liberal ideas, which have too
long been subjugated to the military despotism of the code
of civil and political rights of the people.
The Congress of Vienna has been formed to gain the
benefits of a lasting peace for Europe, crushed by the mis-
fortunes of war; but in order to attain this much desired
goal, it was indispensable for everyone, putting aside personal
advantage for the-general interest, to make concessions and